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Lasting Luxury

LUXE offers Sydney an elite photographic studio for those seeking style and
discretion. The building’s timeless design is a reminder that true luxury lies
within an enduring sense of style, underpinned by understated elegance

TEXT: PATRICIA KELSON  PHOTOGRAPHY: JASON IERACE



Stugios in Sydney’s east most

to its majestic title. Sleek style ¢nd an

unblermished sense of finesse 2re the hallmarks of

AP (Callabarative Architeciure Fracticel astutely

reflects it

nature yer manages to retein ¢

relaxed end peaceful ambience within a highly

functional environment, The bulding contans s

multipurpose studios capable of accommocating ¢

zir flex ble nature allonns them

vanety of shoots. Tt

to be converted into stylish contemporary event

which have already became h ghly scught-

»f the ¢ity's most celshrated

thouqht there was rocm here for g different type

where for clients who wanted VIP

treatment and, ebove all, semething more discreer
than the reqular venues,” explains project

an. Thus LUXE tilis a niche by

erchitect Tina Engel

offering @ private setting 1o se who seek it

ating 2 stud o that truly caters to the high erd

surrcunding suburb of Daringh f you drive

up the street, you wi'l see that currently there is en

sting mix of older warehouses and smaler

terraces \We really wanted tc meke the studo

communicate with this setting,” |
has been thoughtiully achieved,

s cantemporary, it ¢'s¢ menages 1o

urrounds and iS in no way

fraom ather

ook referen

bui'dings in the area. If you go ¢ fewe blocks up the

roed there are some older apartmsants made cf

dark trown liver bricks and we alluded to their
form in the facads,” Wil Fung of CO-AP exglains.

This method of aporograting past stylas within

é
egifice in

mademn setting serves (0 plece the n
ts context, while also building upon the
appeerence of the extenior surface
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The architacts embraced this appartunity to
work with different materials and textures,

manpulstng the scale and overall wisual reading cf

é
the te. “It is actually a lat bgger than it 2ppears

from the outside; our design was really a
retona'sation cf the amount of langd that we had,”

Fngelen ¢ This effective use of space was a

fundamental component of a project with a limited
site area of 437 sg-m, but which requred a number
of large rooms and 2n cutdoor ares. Obtéinng 3
celng height of et leest 3.4m wes also of great
meet the neads of different

Tnerefore, in order to make LUXE a

Uuly incompereble destnalion, an enhanced sense

of vartical space became anothar essential

structurzl component within the design process
ALross the three floors, there 5 a totel of six

SILCKcs and & rooften terrace Tor exteriar shots and

special events On the battom level, the structura is
expressed and comtined with raw celings that
lend a very industrizl feel to the envronment. The
to emallest stud os 2re more product bacad Their
multifunctional end adapteble nature is suitable for
photograghing a wide range — a full commercial

kitch2n caters for food s

and styling, while

imgressve roler ¢oors open up to elow e cer to
drive inte the bulding. An cperatle wa'l dvides

&5 <o that th

e ¢an either be two

separale reems or ene large aree, which has
proved popular for orestiqious events

The studos on the second level have a much
brighter feel, in centrast to the greund floor’s
somewhat muted ambience. To maximise patural

I'ght, the stairs leading from the roof terrace on
the third floor were used as a lantemn, vitrantly

ilum nating these inner sectians. Maanwhi'e, all

faur studos in this zone were fitted cut with largs
windows and white plasterboard ceilings to artfully
reflect the light that streams in, alowang the sun's
rays 10 baunce around the rooms

The i

elegant nature, which works to reflect the clean-

riors are marked by their simp'e

cut design of the extenal fagade A subtle <enca of
luxury was crudial, part of @ concerted effort 1o
avcd an cver-the-1op lock. "Above all, we really
wanted ta create 3 tmeless and functianal

build ng with an understated sense of splendour, If

something s really exclusive then it must be

discreet and shou'ld only be for those elite people
in the know,™ Engelen says. The enduring desgn

and suparior finishes that define LUXE studics

achieve just that

proving that

glamour
and elegance en be cerived from assic styles

that naver lose their lustra
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